
August 4, 2020 

 
 Bishop Garrigan Schools continue to work on plans for the fall.  The Return to Learn 
Committee has met weekly throughout the summer.  The team would like to thank you 
for your response to the survey. This information provided us with some of the 
information that we need to make informed decisions.  We would also like to thank 
Kossuth Public Health for their input during this process.  We know that details continue 
to change, so the following is based on today’s information.  There is an area at the end 
of this document for you to add questions.  These guidelines are subject to change 
based on guidance from the diocese, county public health, and the state of Iowa. 

 
We believe, based on today’s information, the following  

will occur in the fall: 
 

New Information 
● Bishop Garrigan Schools will highly recommend the use of masks while 

entering the building, exiting the building, and in common areas such as 
hallways or the library.  We will also encourage students to wear a mask when 
3 feet - 6 feet from other students is not feasible, such as small group lessons. 
Our teachers will wear a mask or shield when they are within six feet of 
students.  Please plan on sending a mask with your child.  If you are unable to 
purchase a mask, we will have extra masks at school. 

● School Supply List - We know that the Clorox Wipes are hard to find right now. 
Please feel free to substitute for some other cleaning spray or wait until you can 
find some.  

● Birthday Treats - We ask that this year you only bring prepackaged or non-food 
items.  No homemade treats. 

● The high school schedule will remain 9 periods.  (no change in schedule) 
● Most elementary routines will look the same as in previous years.  As 

mentioned above, students will be encouraged to wear masks in centers, small 
group learning, and areas where it is hard to practice social distancing. 

● Students will have access to the library, and they will be able to check out 
library books.  We will have hand-sanitizing stations in the library, limit the 
number of students in the library, and sanitize books when they are returned to 
the library. 

● We will have music, band, and choir.  We will continue to adjust how these 
classes look based on guidance. 

● We are asking that parents and visitors limit their visits to the office.  Parents 
and visitors will not be allowed beyond the office. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1swe7g5oxIi6xyVDLfawKxfMlTC_EYGEzA1M5ezkoEJE/edit?usp=sharing
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● We are asking that parents try to bring students as close to 8:00 as possible. 
We understand that this is not possible in all homes.  There will still be 
supervision available beginning at 7:30. 

● Students will have assigned entrances and exits to avoid large gathers. 
○ Coaches’ door - Students in grades 11/12 and younger siblings 
○ South Lobby door - Students in grades 9/10 and younger siblings 
○ Main lobby - walkers and car riders 
○ North door - Grades 6 -8 who ride a bus 
○ East door - Grades 3 - 5 who ride a bus (by the playground) 

● Transportation - At this time there will be no change to transportation for Bishop 
Garrigan students on Algona or Garrigan routes.  Students may be asked to sit in 
assigned seats and wear face coverings.  More information will be given regarding 
face coverings. 

● We will not have an open house or conferences for all grade levels before school 
begins.  We know that students may feel anxiety, so please contact your building 
principal if your child would like to visit the building before the first day of school. 

● Preschools, prep, and kindergarten will have the opportunity to meet with the teachers 
and come into the building prior to school starting.  More information and the sign up 
will be coming. 
 

Schedules 
● We plan to begin school on Monday, August 24 with full days for K-12.  
● The first day for Kindergarten Prep is August 26. The first day for three-year-old 

preschool, four-year-old preschool, and Den will be August 27.  
● We will be reviewing the passing time in the hallways to try to limit large 

amounts of students in the hallway.  
● Students will leave the room for music and PE.  (PE will be outside as much as 

possible.) 
● Students will have recess.  We will structure recess differently so that there is 

more space available. 
● We will attend weekly mass in smaller groups with all students watching via live 

stream.  Students who attend mass will be required to wear a mask.  
● Third-graders will be given the opportunity to come into the building prior to the 

start of school.  Sign-up for 3rd Grade Open House 
 

 
Classroom Procedures 

● We hope to return to school with 100% capacity.  (The survey indicated that 
83% of those who responded would like to return to school at 100% capacity.) 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1L_075BgFx6n5RewrwbWRppwgkzy4ncegMncbpSlTqYA/edit?usp=sharing
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● We will attempt to social distance in the classroom ssroom and lunchroom with 
a distance of 3 to 6 feet.  We will utilize the auditorium and lunchroom for lunch. 

● We will try to limit the amount of “mixing” of students throughout the day in 
grades Pre-k through 8.  This means that grades 5-8 will not have homebases 
this year.  These changes will be made in JMC. 

● We will try to avoid shared supplies in the classroom, such as crayons and 
scissors. 
 

Health Considerations 
● We will check for temperatures before entering the school.  Students in the 

Garrigan building will be assigned a door to use when entering and exiting. 
Details will be sent later. 

● There will be guidelines for students who exhibit symptoms and when they can 
return to school. 

● Additional sanitizing will occur in the classroom and throughout the facilities. 
We have already purchased many supplies. 

● All of the water fountains will be converted to bottle fillers.  Students will be 
encouraged to bring a water bottle. We will provide small cups for those who 
forget a bottle. 

● We will attempt to keep class sizes at or under 20.  All PreK-8 classrooms are 
under 20 and most high school classes are under 20.  

● Staff who are not able to social distance will be provided with a mask and/or 
face shield to wear when necessary. 

 

We are still working on… 
 

● Will sports, performances, and events be allowed and if so, to what extent? 
● Will there be restrictions at recess?  (This will be a great opportunity for 

participation in the Walking Club!) 
● What will happen if a student has health concerns and doctors determine that it 

is not safe for them to return to school? 
● What if there is a positive test in the classroom or daycare? 
● How will busing be handled? 
● Will we have some form of a Back to School Night/Conferences? 
● Will we be able to have shared time classes at Algona High? 

 

What questions do you have? Please add your name.  We will discuss your 
questions and then add them to the top portion of this document.  (Please only 
add questions.  Comments can be sent directly to your building principal.) 
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